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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to Applicant's amendment received January 18, 2005. 
Claims 1-11 are pending in the present application. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on January 18, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
USPN 6,108,687 issued to Craig in view of USPN 6,240,444 issued to Fin et al. 
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(Amended) Regarding claim 1, Craig teaches an apparatus for interactive 
communications over a network among participants at a plurality of locations, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a leader computer operatively connected to the network (figures 1 and 3) ; 

a computer readable storage device accessible by the leader computer, the storage device 
including computer instructions for receiving and displaying information from the network 
(figure 3); and 

computer instructions for instructions for transmitting the information to a plurality of 
other computers over the network, wherein said other computers each generally simultaneously 
displays the transmitted information (Abstract; col. 3, line 45 to col. 4, line 29). 

However, Craig fails to explicitly teach said computer instructions for transmitting 
comprising a shared web browser to allow the leader to surf through the internet and to cause 
said other computers to follow the leader through the internet; and computer instructions for 
receiving additional information entered in a shared web browser white board from at least one 
of the other computers over the network, wherein said other computers and said leader computer 
each generally simultaneously display the additional information, and wherein the additional 
information is entered by a user of a computer from the plurality of other computers to be 
associated with the already displayed information; and computer instructions for receiving text- 
based conferencing information from at least one of the other computers over the network, 
wherein other computers and said leader computer each generally simultaneously display the 
additional information. 
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Fin teaches computer instructions for transmitting comprising a shared web browser to 
allow the leader to surf through the internet and to cause said other computers to follow the 
leader through the internet (abstract, col. 3, lines 12 - 55); and computer instructions for 
receiving additional information entered in a shared web browser white board from at least one 
of the other computers over the network, wherein said other computers and said leader computer 
each generally simultaneously display the additional information, and wherein the additional 
information is entered by a user of a computer from the plurality of other computers to be 
associated with the already displayed information; and computer instructions for receiving text- 
based conferencing information from at least one of the other computers over the network, 
wherein other computers and said leader computer each generally simultaneously display the 
additional information (figures 2, 4 and 13; col. 3, lines 12-55; col. 11, lines 17-50; col. 19, line 4 
to col. 20 line 7). 

At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated incorporate the teaching of Fin into the teaching of Craig in order allow users of the 
internet to simultaneously collaborate web pages (col 2 line 65 to col. 10). 

Regarding claim 2, Craig teaches the apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the network 
comprises the Internet (col. 4, lines 12-15). 

Regarding claim 3, Craig teaches the apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
computer instructions for receiving and displaying information from the network comprises a 
web browser (Abstract). 
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Regarding claim 4, Craig teaches the apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein said computer 
instructions for transmitting information to teach of the other said plurality from one of said 
plurality of computers comprises a presenter interface, the presenter interface further comprising 
computer instructions for communicating with each of the other of said plurality of computers 
and for causing information to be generally simultaneously displayed on said other computers 
(Figure 4; Abstract). 

(Amended) Regarding claim 8, Craig teaches a method of conducting a collaborative 
presentation among a plurality of participants at two or more locations, wherein each of said 
participants has a computer operatively connected to a computer network, the method 
comprising: 

a) providing a website on the computer network for said participants to obtain access to 
the collaborative presentation (col. 4, lines 7-10); 

b) providing information to be displayed on each of said participants' computers during 
the collaborative presentation (col. 4, lines 16-29); 

c) providing means for said participants to access the website (col. 4, lines 7-10); and 

d) initiating the collaborative presentation by one of said plurality of participants 
presenting the information on the one of said participant's computers, wherein the computer of 
each of the other of said plurality of participants generally simultaneously displays the 
information (Abstract; col. 4, lines 16-29). 
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However, Craig fails to explicitly teach e) interactively adding information associated 
with the presented information by one of the other of said plurality of participants in a shared 
web browser white board , wherein the computer of each of said participants generally 
simultaneously displays the additional information; f) initiating a text-based conferencing by one 
of the other of said plurality of participates, wherein the computer of each of said participants 
generally simultaneously displays the text-based conferencing information and 

g) sharing a web browser of one of said plurality of participants with each of the other of 
said plurality of participants so that the shared web browser causes the plurality of participants to 
collectively surf through the internet. 

Fin teaches e) through f) (figures 2, 4 and 13; col. 3, lines 12-55; col. 11, lines 17-50; col. 
19, line 4 to col. 20 line 7). 

At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ e) and f) in order allow users of the internet to simultaneously collaborate 
web pages (col. 2 line 65 to col. 10) 

(Amended) Regarding claim 9, Craig teaches a method of conducting a conference 
among a plurality of participants situated at two or more locations over a computer network, the 
method comprising: 

a) providing a website on the computer network (col. 4, lines 7-10); 

b) providing means for said participants to access the website via a computer having a 
display (col. 4, lines 7-10); 

c) providing a browser interface for conducting the conference (Abstract); and 
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d) operably connecting each said participants computers such that the display of each of 
said participants generally simultaneously displays the shared browser interface (Abstract; col. 4, 
lines 16-29). 

However, Craig does not explicitly teach e) providing a white board to allow each 
participants to enter additional information associated with the display of the shared browser 
interface and providing a text based communication interface to allow each participant to initiate 
and participate in text-based conferencing . 

Fin teaches e) (figured 2, 4 and 13; col. 3, lines 12-55; col. 11, lines 17-50; col. 19, line 4 
to col. 20 line 7). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to employ e) in order allow users of the internet to simultaneously collaborate 
web pages (col. 2 line 65 to col. 10). 

Regarding claim 10, Craig teaches as recited in claim 9 further including the step of 
categorizing said participants into one of a presenter participant or an attendee participant, such 
that the presenter participants' computer controls each of said attendee participants computers 
via the browser interface (figure 4; col 12, lines 55-56). 

(Amended) Regarding claim 11, Craig teaches an apparatus for conducting a conference 
among a plurality of participants situated at two or more locations over a computer network, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a) a website having a server computer on the computer network (col. 4, lines 7-10); 
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b) computer instructions for said participants to access the website via a computer having 
a display (col. 4, lines 7-10); 

c) a shared browser interface for conducting the conference (figure 2); and 

d) computer instructions for operably connecting each of said participants computers 
such that the display of each of said participants generally simultaneously displays the shared 
browser interface (Abstract; col. 4, lines 16-29). 

However, Craig does not explicitly teach e) computer instructions for providing a white 
board to allow each participants to enter additional information associated with the display of the 
shared browser interface and computer instructions providing a text based communication 
interface to allow each participant to initiate and participate in text-based conferencing. 

Fin teaches e) (figures 2, 4, and 13; col. 3, lines 12-55; col. 11, lines 17-50). At the time 
the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ e) 
in order allow users of the internet to simultaneously collaborate web pages (col. 2 line 65 to col. 
10). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed January 18, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument that the cited references do not disclose or suggest a 
shared web page browser white board or text based conferencing, the Patent Office respectfully 
submits that this is taught in figures 2, 4 and 13 of Fin reference. Specifically, the figures 
illustrate collaborative web browsing between a customer and a bank agent. The illustrate 
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window is interpreted as a whiteboard that allows interactive text messaging. Therefore Fin does 
teach the claimed limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Craig in view 
of Fin, in further view of Using Microsoft PowerPoint 2000 by Rutledge et al. 

(Amended) Regarding claim 5, Craig teaches a method of conducting a collaborative 
presentation among a plurality of participants situated at two or more locations, wherein each of 
said participants has a computer operatively connected to a computer network, the method 
comprising: 

a) providing a web site on the computer network for a said participants to obtain access to 
the collaborative presentation (col 4, lines 7-10); 

c) providing information to be displayed on each of said participant's computers during 
the collaborative presentation (col 4, lines 16-29); 

d) accessing the website to the identifier means (col. 4, lines 16-29); and 

e) initiating the collaborative presentation by one of said plurality of participants 
presenting the information on the one of said participants computers, wherein the computer of 
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each of the other of said plurality of participants generally simultaneously displays the 
information (Abstract; col. 4, lines 16-29). 

However, Craig does not expressly teach f) interactively adding information associated 
with the presented information by one of the other of said plurality of participants in a shared 
web browser white board , wherein the computer of each of said participants generally 
simultaneously displays the additional information; and g) initiating a text-based conferencing by 
one of the other of said plurality of participates, wherein the computer of each of said 
participants generally simultaneously displays the text-based conferencing information, and 

h) sharing a web browser of one of said plurality of participants with each of the other of 
said plurality of participants, so that the shared web browser causes the plurality of participants 
to collectively surf through the internet. 

Fin teaches (f) and (g) (abstract, col. 3, lines 12-55; col. 11, lines 17-50). 

At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ (f) and (g) in order allow users of the internet to simultaneously collaborate 
web pages (col. 2 line 65 to col. 10). 

Craig and Fin do not expressly teach b) sending a message to each of said plurality of 
participants, the message providing an identifier means for accessing the collaborative 
presentation. Rutledge et al. teach sending a message to each of said plurality of participants, the 
message providing an identifier means for accessing the collaborative presentation (Chapter 17, 
Using Online Broadcasts and Meetings pages 1-1 1). At the time the invention was made, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to send a message to each of said plurality of 
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participants in order to instruct the participants to access the collaborative presentation, thus, 
ensuring that those that are intended to participate in the presentation will not be left out. 

Regarding claim 6, Craig teaches the method of conducting a collaborative presentation 
among a plurality of participants as recited in claim 5, further including the step of initiating a 
telephone conference call while conducting the collaborative presentation (col. 4, lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 7, Craig fails to expressly teach the method of conducting a 
collaborative presentation among a plurality of participants as recited in claim 5, wherein said 
identifier means comprises one or more of a confirmation number, and a scheduled date and time 
for accessing the collaborative presentation. Rutledge et al. teaches said identifier means 
comprises a scheduled date and time for accessing the collaborative presentation (Chapter 17, 
Using Online Broadcasts and Meetings pages 1-11). At the time the invention was made, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to enable said identifier means to comprise a 
scheduled date and time for accessing the collaborative presentation in order to ensure that 
participants will access the presentation at the specific time and date, therefore, ensuring that 
those that are intended to participate in the presentation will not be left out. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alina N. Boutah whose telephone number is 571-272-3908. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (9:00 am - 5:00 pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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